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When In Our Music God is Glorified 
Colossians 3: 12-17 

Don Lincoln 
 
 
This Colossians text shows up only once in the three year lectionary – the Sunday after 

Christmas in year three.  Who’s going to preach this text the Sunday after Christmas 

with the Christmas story, the three kings, and the flight to Egypt to work with?  Even if 

you did preach it – it’s the Sunday after Christmas!  How many people are going to hear 

that sermon? 

 

But what a perfect text for today.  Clothe yourselves in love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs to God.   

 

If I can summarize:  Sing songs to God, about Christ, for one another. 

 

Many of you know of my first sight of Westminster in 1999, driving up 202 on a 

December Sunday, over the hill from 926 to see a church parking lot overflowing with 

cars; me crawling up through the bushes, peeking in the windows of the sanctuary and 

seeing my first Christmas Concert.   

 

As a musician, I was blown away.  As a pastor, I was hopeful.  Hopeful I would find at 

Westminster a music ministry centered on singing songs to God, about Christ, for 

one another.  Why would I say that? 

 

Well, you see, one nickname pastors often have for a church’s music department is the 

“War Department!”  Especially around the issue of styles of music and selection of 

songs, hymns, and anthems considered appropriate – or not so much so – for worship.  

Plenty of pastors do battle on a regular if not constant basis with music staff.  A battle of 

wills; egos; performance mentality; you name it.   

 

But not here.  But not here.  Bob Morris and Glenn Kinckner have led a ministry 

centered on singing songs to God, about Christ, for one another.  Every choir; of 

every age – celebrating God’s love for the world made known in Jesus Christ.   

 

Most of you probably don’t know this, but the first summer we piloted contemporary 

worship, do you know who sang and played with the worship band for the month of 



August?  Bob and Glenn.  To help get us started.  Whatever they could do to advance 

and support and encourage singing songs to God, about Christ, for one another. 

 

That first Christmas concert I saw blossomed into six.  Glorious, wonderful, signature 

events for the congregation and community.   

 

But those absolutely pale in comparison to what these two men have enabled the 

people of God to do, week in and week out, for more than 90 combined years of music 

ministry.  They have enabled, empowered and led congregations to sing songs to 

God, about Christ, for one another. 

 

Glenn started playing organ in churches when he was 15 or 16.  I did a quick 

calculation, and a conservative estimate is he’s accompanied more than 14 million 

individual voices singing Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God, about Christ, for 

one another.  It would take like 2000 years of Christmas concerts to match that many 

people singing that many times in worship. 

 

How many times has Glenn played Holy, Holy, Holy and made the organ sing God’s 

praise as if he – Glenn himself – had just come into the presence of Jesus for the very 

first time?  Too many to count. 

 

And most of you don’t know this, but on more than a few occasions, after hearing the 

sermon at the first service (when we used to have three services), Bob hustled the choir 

back to the choir room to quickly rehearse a different anthem for the second service 

because there was something he thought would reinforce, support, and continue the 

message in the sermon he had just heard.  I’ve NEVER heard of that happening 

anywhere else in ministry. 

 

If you’ve heard Bob pray – you know who is at the center of his heart; the source and 

substance and focus of his ministry and his music.  It’s Jesus – tell me the stories of 

Jesus.  Bob has done that all his life.  And thankfully, most of that life has been here. 

 

How many children and youth have come to faith – have come to understand who God 

is, who Jesus Christ is – through their ministry; learning through the work of these two 

dear friends, and fine disciples of Jesus Christ, to sing songs to God, about Christ, 

for one another? 

 

The Colossians text makes it clear that psalms, hymns and spiritual songs are a primary 

means by which mutual teaching and admonition take place.  Vehicles for worship AND 

instruction.  And it’s also clear that of more importance than the type of songs is the 

attitude with which they are sung.  Songs should flow out of gratitude and thanksgiving, 



come from the heart, and be directed in praise to Almighty God.  When in our music, 

God is glorified. 

 

And so it is, Bob and Glenn, that you both have led us.  Led us well.  Thanks be to God. 

 

The greatest tribute this congregation can give to these faithful disciples, Bob and Glenn 

– friends and colleagues – the greatest tribute Westminster can give is to keep on 

singing songs to God, about Christ, for one another, and for the sake of the world to 

which we are sent.    

 

May it be so.  AMEN. 
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