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While We Are Waiting 
2 Peter 3: 8-15a 

Ann Hatfield 
 
 
As a child, I knew I was in BIG trouble when my parents included my middle name for added 

emphasis.  It wasn’t simply, “Ann, come here.”  Instead, I’d hear, “Ann LOUISE, come here!!”   

 

With my mother, these conversations often ended with, “Ann Louise, you better straighten 

up and fly right.”  For those not familiar with this expression, it means to improve one’s 

behavior or attitude – to act properly.  

 

This expression dates back to a popular Nat King Cole song from the 1940’s.  The lyrics are 

based on a folk tale about a sneaky buzzard who gives other animals rides on his back.  

When the buzzard gets hungry, he suddenly drops into a dive, throwing his passenger into 

the air.  Then, the buzzard swoops down, and eats the unlucky animal for dinner. 

 

But a monkey – having observed the buzzard’s trick – does him one better.  When aloft on 

the bird’s back, the monkey wraps his tail around the buzzard’s neck, and says to the 

buzzard: “You better straighten up and fly right!”    

 

Sometimes, we might think of God in similar ways: perhaps as an angry parent; or as someone 

with a stranglehold around our necks, saying, “Straighten up and fly right, OR ELSE!”   

 

On this second Sunday in Advent, the passage from Second Peter tells a different story 

about God.  Today’s text is addressed to early Christians, who are starting to doubt the 

promised return of Christ.  As their waiting grows from months to years to decades, they 

begin to lose heart. 

 

In response to these concerns, Peter reminds his impatient audience that God works on a 

different timetable: “With the Lord one day is like a thousand years.”  God is not confined to 

human calendars and seasons.  Since God has eternity in which to work, God operates by 

God’s timing.     

 

Then, do you see?  What you and I might perceive as a DELAY is actually evidence of 

God’s MERCY.  The delay in Christ’s second coming is NOT God’s indifference, but rather a 

chance for humanity to repent and amend our ways.   

 

And this invitation to repentance is a grace-filled OPPORTUNITY.  It is an occasion for you 

and me to take one step closer to God, and perhaps a step or two to deepen our love of 



neighbor.  This is God’s gracious way of communicating to us it is NOT TOO LATE to 

change our behavior or our attitudes.  It is not too late to remove the things that separate us 

from God and from one another.   

 

God is WAITING for US.  God is waiting with infinite patience, “not wanting any to perish, 

but all to come to repentance.” This is the Good News of God’s love for each of us, as well 

as evidence of God’s relentless redemption for ALL of creation.      

 

One of my seminary professors (I’ll call him Joe) served in the Peace Corps near Lima, 

Peru.  For two years, Joe lived in one of the poorest sections along the outskirts of the city, 

in the home of a local family.  It was a relatively safe area during the day, but not after dark 

– especially not ALONE after dark.  Listen to Joe’s story.  

 

Early one day, Joe went into Lima to mail a package and do some shopping.  As he 

returned home, however, Joe discovered he had missed the last bus.  He had no choice but 

to begin the LONG walk back.  Instead of arriving during daylight, Joe found himself 

navigating already dark alleyways, in the DARKNESS of night.  As he walked along, he 

began to sense someone following him.   

 

With increasing fear and anxiety, Joe got disoriented.  He was uncertain of the way home, 

and unsure of what to do.  Should he turn and stand his ground?  Or run blindly into the 

darkness?  Just then, Joe caught a glimpse of a small glow in the night.  As he moved 

toward it, he recognized the glow as a candle in a window – one of the windows where he 

lived.  Joe had NEVER before experienced the reality of God’s light shining in the darkness, 

quite like that single candle, which led him to the safety of his home.  

 

2020 has been a long and difficult year.  We are tired of isolation and uncertainty.  We grow 

impatient with pandemic fatigue.  As COVID numbers climb, food lines lengthen, and people 

and businesses struggle to survive, our fear and anxiety are rising.  Yes, vaccines are 

coming, but we wonder how quickly they will be widely distributed.  In the midst of this long, 

disorienting experience, some of us may be losing heart.  

 

Be assured, what feels like a delay is not God’s indifference to our situation.  Nor is it God’s 

judgment or God’s inability to intervene.  God has NOT abandoned us in this pandemic.  On 

the contrary, God is at work.  God is even – and especially – at work through you and me.   

 

So, while we are waiting, what should we be doing?  Or as Peter phrases it, “What sort of 

persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 

the coming of the day of God?”   

 

As we move deeper into cold winter days and long dark nights, be an encouraging light to 

one another.  While we are waiting, let your light shine.  Share gestures of love, generosity, 



and kindness.  If you haven’t done so already, consider putting a light in a window, hanging 

lights outside, or decorating a tree with lights.     

 

Remember, the light of Christ will shine through the SMALLEST crack to illumine a way 

through the darkness.  May the glowing lights of this Advent Season be a reminder of God’s 

presence with us – guiding us to safety.  May it be so.  Amen.        
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