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What is the most important quality a classroom teacher should possess?  These days – 
teaching during a pandemic – one might suggest excellent computer skills and an engaging 
Zoom presence.  Or perhaps incredible flexibility and creativity with hybrid teaching 
techniques.  Maybe it is just utter and persistent determination.      
 
What IS the most important quality a classroom teacher should possess?  When this question 
was asked during a conference for educators, a distinguished professor of education 
responded.  Her answer might surprise you.  She did not say, “Read my most recent book.”  
Nor did she respond, “There are a whole host of essential characteristics for effective 
teachers: personality traits, intellectual skills, work ethics, etc.”  The professor simply replied, 
“The most important quality is LOVE for your students.”1  Love for your students.   
 
Having been a preschool teacher for five years, I can vouch for this answer!  It is especially 
true when one three-year-old is BITING another three-year-old.  In these tense (and teary) 
moments, it is love for the two students that permits a teacher to calmly respond, instead of 
screaming – or something worse……. 
 
In a similar way, we are often guilty of placing great emphasis on a whole host of 
characteristics for Christians.  At times, the requirements can seem overly complex.  What 
truly IS essential as a faithful follower of Jesus Christ?   
 
In today’s passage, the Pharisees confront Jesus with this question.  What is the most 
important command of God?  What is at the CORE of our faith?   
 
In response, Jesus recites the Shema – the basic creed of Judaism: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  This is the first 
text every Jewish child commits to memory.  They are words known by everyone standing in 
the crowd that day.  Then Jesus adds a second part: Love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
Scholars who count the number of laws in the Jewish Torah arrive at 613.  When asked 
which is the greatest, Jesus replies, “On these TWO commandments hang ALL the law and 
the prophets.”  Jesus compiles not just the 613 laws, but also everything the prophets have 
spoken, and sums them all up in LOVE.  Love God.  Love neighbor.   
 
While Jesus places love at the heart of the matter, he is not discussing some nebulous 
sentimentality.  Biblical love is not a passive emotion, which happens to us; nor is it a 
romantic feeling you fall into.  Neither of these can be COMMANDED of us.   



On the contrary, biblical love is something we DO.2  Love is a verb – an action.  The command 
to love our neighbors – including our enemies – requires a steadfast commitment to care for 
their well-being.  It is a moral imperative to work in their best interests – no matter what.   
 
In a time of national upheaval, loving our neighbors may be more challenging than usual.  
This is as true today as it was in 1517, at the start of the Protestant Reformation.  Today we 
celebrate Reformation Sunday, remembering the reform a priest named Martin Luther set in 
motion by nailing his Ninety-five Theses to the door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany.  Luther started a movement that split the Church, creating division among 
families, friends, and cities. 
 
Recently, I saw a quotation that said: “I wouldn’t change my grandchildren for the world, but 
wish I could change the world for my grandchildren.”  Today, in the midst of political 
polarization, racial injustice, economic crises, and a global pandemic, our nation and our 
world are in need of change and reform.  The good news is you and I CAN put love into 
action, and DO something about this.    
 
Last week, we shared a sermon from Pastor Eugene Cho, the president of Bread for the 
World, one of Westminster’s partner organizations in fighting hunger.  This morning, watch a 
short, 4-minute video, in which Pastor Eugene describes three, intentional actions we can 
take to love God, love neighbor, and initiate reform.          
 
[Show Pastor Eugene Cho 4-minute video]3 

 

Transcript of video:  Isaiah 61:8 says, “I, the Lord, love justice.”  “What does the 
Lord require of you, to seek justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly.”  Micah 
6:8.  Because of our faith in Christ, we’re compelled to speak out for those who 
cannot speak, and to defend the rights of those who are poor and needy.  At 
Bread for the World we’re mindful of the fact that at the end of this year, nearly 54 
million Americans will experience hunger.  That includes anywhere from 17 million 
children in our nation who experience hunger right now.  We’re mindful of the 
values that elevate the nearly 270 million around the world who experience 
extreme hunger by the end of this year.   
 
Now as you know, we’re in the middle of a very intense election season.  Bread for 
the World is a non-partisan organization working in bipartisan efforts to end 
hunger.  It may not seem fancy or popular but we believe it requires leaders from 
every side to work together to end hunger.  So for that reason, I want to share with 
you three simple ways to encourage you during this election season. 
 

1. Pray.  Pray for fair, accessible, and safe elections.  Pray for our leaders; pray for 
our nation, and as you pray, consider ways that you might be able to volunteer to 
ensure for fair, safe, and accessible elections. 

2. It’s so simple but it’s so important.  Vote.  Voting is a privilege and it’s a right and 
it’s a responsibility not just as citizens of a particular nation but scripture 
encourages us to be good citizens.  To be light and soft.  Now how do you vote?  



As I shared earlier, we are not telling you who to vote for, but think about what it 
means to do your research.  Think about what it means as kingdom citizens to 
know the value that we should be about.  And as we discern our values, vote for 
those values. 

3. Vote but don’t just vote.  Live out your good citizenship.  Live out your faith; live 
out your kingdom values every single day – in every place and space, embody 
your faith. 

 
Bread for the World has been around now for 46 years.  The day after the election 
in the new year or the year thereafter, whoever might be in power or in 
administration, our pledge to you is that we will keep showing up.  We’ll be 
present, we’ll be persistent, and will continue to raise our voices to advocate for 
those who experience hunger.  We want to invite you to join us. 

 
First, pray; second, vote; and finally – and perhaps the most important – don’t just vote.   
 
No matter the outcome of the presidential election, our calling as followers of Jesus Christ 
remains the same: Love God, and your love neighbor.  Jesus links these two commands, 
because we cannot love God without loving what God loves – all of creation – especially 
those who are at the margins – hungry and homeless.   
 
Yes, this includes the neighbors you don’t like, as well as the ones you DO like, even 
though they might vote for a different candidate than you do!  The example Jesus provides 
for us is one of sacrificial, selfless, suffering love, which leads Jesus all the way to the cross. 
 
The fourteenth-century Christian, mystic Meister Eckhart said, “Wisdom consists in doing 
the next thing you have to do, doing it with your whole heart, and finding delight in doing it.”  
So tomorrow, and next month, and next year, you and I will continue to embody our faith 
and live out our kingdom values.  Love in action will look a little different for each of us.  
And, even while we do this with our whole heart, none of us will follow this commandment 
perfectly.  Nevertheless, remember, YOUR LOVE COUNTS!   
 
Thankfully, as we continue to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God, it is God 
who is changing the world – doing the work of transformation – in us and through us.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen.     
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