
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Gathering Thought: 

 
God of the journey, we need a burning bush to set our hearts 

aflame with deep love of you. When the road of life seems 

long and tedious, when sometimes the dying and rising gets 

to be too much, be that pillar of fire by night and comforting 

cloud by day so that we can not only see the way but can be 

confident of your gracious presence which is our strength 

and our hope. We are on our way Home. Thank you for your 

nearness to us and for encouraging us to trust in you. 

 
Joyce Rupp, from “Out of the Ordinary”  

 



Together - A Service of Longing & Hope 

Order of Service 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from John Leach) 
 

Leader: We are God’s beloved community – the church. 

People: We come together to worship God. 

 

Leader: We have received God’s Word 

People: We come together to learn from God. 

 

Leader: God has freed us from our past in Jesus Christ. 

People: We come together to move forward in 

forgiveness. 

 

Leader: God has given us the Holy Spirit. 

People: We come together to celebrate. 

 

Leader: God has called us into God’s family 

People: We come together to share our lives. 

 

Leader: We are God’s beloved community – the church! 

People: We come together to worship and praise the Lord! 

 

  



SONG OF PRAISE    Praise the Lord!  God’s Glories Show 
 

 
  



CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
 
SONG OF CONFESSION     I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  
 

 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

  



FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON         Psalm 46 
 

Women: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 

Men: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though 

 the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

 

Women: Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains 

 tremble with its tumult. 
 

Men: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

 habitation of the Most High. 

 

Women: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will  

 help it when the morning dawns. 
 

Men: The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; God utters His  

 voice, the earth melts. 

 

Women: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

 

Men: Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations God has 

 brought on the earth. 

 

Women: The LORD makes wars cease to the end of the earth; God  

 breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; the LORD burns the  

 shields with fire. 

 

Men: Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations,  

 I am exalted in the earth." 

 

ALL: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

  



SONG OF RESPONSE     When God Restored Our Common Life 
 

 

  



SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON           Acts 2: 41-47  

 

So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 

day about three thousand persons were added.  They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, 

because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles.   

 

All who believed were together and had all things in common; 

they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent 

much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 

and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 

and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 

Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

READING:           “The Uprising of Worship”  

 from We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

…. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, AMEN. 



SENDING SONG         For the Beauty of the Earth 
                                               Verses 1, 2, and 4 
 

     
  



SENDING LITANY 
from “Rally- Communal Prayers for Lovers of Jesus and Justice”  

 
Leader: Everything can change in a moment.  Disaster can take our certainty, 

 our plans for the coming months, the health we thought would be ours, 

 and the people that made our lives full. 

 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 
Leader: Tragedy can shake the firmest foundation and consume our homes by flood. 

 Grief can rob our chests of deep breaths and our minds of every clear thought. 

 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

 
Leader: The darkness can threaten the marginalized, who were vulnerable before its 

 Coming.  It can bring out the worst in our humanity and expose the fears that 

 we nurse. 

 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 
Leader: War, disease, disaster, and violence can rewrite a story we loved.  Injustice  

 can lead us beyond exhausted.  “How long, O God!” we cry out. 

 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 

Leader: But here’s what it cannot do:  It cannot stop the sun from rising or grace from  

 being free.  It cannot contain the abundant creativity that explodes amid  

 limitations. 

 

People: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

 
Leader: Loss cannot restrain the helpers from meeting the needs of neighbors.  Pain 

will not keep the people from singing or the grass from growing again. 

 

People: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

 
Leader: Every ounce of chaos couldn’t kill the bravery we learned was inside of us. 

 And no new normal can steal the memories that taught us how to love. 

  

People: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

 
  



Leader: This moment, no matter how dark or how long, can’t make us belong to one 
another less.  And not one single thing in all of creation can separate us from 
God’s love. 

 
People: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

 
Leader: All shall be well, love has not failed, 
 
People: We’ll make it through together. 

 
Leader: All shall be well, love will not fail, 
 
People: We’ll make it through together. 

 
Leader: All shall be well, love cannot fail, 
 
People: We’ll make it through together. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
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