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In 1986, a New York Times article titled “Spiritual Concepts Drawing A New Breed of 
Adherent,” opened this way:  “Representatives of some of the nation’s largest 
corporations, including IBM, AT&T and General Motors met in New Mexico in July to 
discuss how metaphysics, the occult, and Hindu mysticism might help executives 
compete in the marketplace.”   
 
In his sermon the following Sunday, Madison Avenue Presbyterian preacher David H.C. 
Read said this:  “As I read through the carefully written and well-researched report, I 
learned that a whole raft of cults, philosophies, and self-help movements is afloat now 
under the banner of the ‘New Age.’  Apparently the one thought that unites a hair-raising 
variety of popular movements today is the rejection of the Judeo-Christian ethic on the 
grounds that it has failed, and that a new understanding of the spiritual, a new concept 
of the needs AND potential of the human spirit is needed for the New Age that has 
come upon us.” 
 
Pastor Read asks:  “Do these leaders of industry really believe that the answer to the 
moral crisis and confusion of values that is apparent to us all is to be found in a 
hodge-podge of contradictory cults dealing in mind control, psychic phenomena, 
reincarnation, eastern mysticism and the occult – including Satanism?”1 
 
Thirty-three years later, I take a look at IBM, AT&T and General Motors now and 
compare them to 1986, and part of me wants to say, “So – how’d that work out for ya?” 
 
What really astonished Read was that these business leaders could dismiss the 
greatest spiritual and ethical movement the world has ever known in history – the 
largest religious movement in humanity called Christianity. 
 
A similar context causes Paul to write to the Colossians.  Colossae was coursing with a 
variety of religious beliefs.  Especially the tradition called the “Phrygian Mysteries”  (P-
H-R)– a casserole of superstition and cultic religion.  It was so eclectic, folks in this 
frame of mind could conveniently claim just about anything fit in their religion, “Oh yes, I 
believe that too!”  We had “Fridgian” mysteries when I was growing up as a kid – lift the 
foil on the dish in refrigerator and wonder what was in there.2  Chapter two of the letter 
to the Colossians will describe some of the ingredients of that religious casserole that 
Paul is writing about in Colossae. 
 
This young Christian community is being tempted by those who would intermingle the 
new age syncretism – this kind of eclectic pick-and-choose-a-little-bit-of-everything-and-
throw-it-all-in-a-big-pile.  Paul was concerned they might be tempted by that.  It included 
those who were dissatisfied with what they considered the rude simplicity of Christianity 



and wished to turn Christianity into a philosophy, so they could comingle it with the other 
philosophies which held sway at that time.3   
 
This is what this portion of Colossians in particular is focused on. 
 
These verses, known as one of the Christ hymns in the New Testament, are a supreme 
example of such poetic declarations about Jesus in Scripture.  Many of you probably 
know another Christ hymn – a familiar one:  “In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God and the word was God.”  This great hymn that begins the gospel of John.   
 
Much of this text in Colossians was probably already in existence – perhaps as a liturgical 
proclamation like our Apostle’s Creed – already at use in the liturgy of the church recited 
by the people.  Or it could have been a portion of a hymn sung by early Christians, like 
the ancient, 4th Century hymn we will sing at the close of worship – “Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten e’re the worlds began to be…. (108)  Paul picks up this liturgical, hymnic text, 
inserts it in his letter here and probably embellishes on it; riffs on it.  
 
In sweeping language Paul writes of the uniqueness of Christ; the supremacy of Christ; the 
cosmic nature of Christ; the total adequacy of Christ.  Never anywhere else in Paul’s letters 
does he soar this high in his description about Jesus.  Clearly for Paul, great heresy 
required a great response.4  Paul makes it imminently clear - there is nobody like Jesus.   
 
Paul’s language is repetitive – driving home the idea.  In six verses, the central place of 
Christ in the origin, structure and very being of the universe is proclaimed.  It’s about 
Christ.  If you look at the language, you can see it.  He is, in Him, through Him and for 
Him; He himself; in Him; He is, He is; in Him, through Him – over and over.  Could Paul 
make it any clearer? 
 
Evidently “YES!”, because Paul isn’t done.  He writes:  “All things.”   Not just once, but 
eight times in these six verses Paul uses the Greek word “pas” – which means “ALL” or 
“EVERYTHING” – all creation; all things in heaven and on earth – all things created 
through Him; before all things; in Him all things hold together; all the fullness of God; 
God reconciling Himself to all things.  ALL THINGS.  Paul wants to make sure we know 
who is in charge! 
 
Today as it has done so for 50 years in a row, the Webster Presbyterian Church in 
Houston, Texas – known as the church of the astronauts – celebrates Lunar Sunday.  
The guy who designed the American flag planted on the moon worshipped there.  The 
flag that looks like it is blowing in a breeze where there isn’t any breeze.  The guy who 
invented the shield to prevent the capsule from burning up on reentry worships there 
too.  Connected to every Apollo mission that ever flew and the personnel that made 
those missions possible – it is the Webster Presbyterian Church – the church where 
John Glenn and Buzz Aldrin worshipped.   
 
It was Presbyterian elder Buzz Aldrin, who 50 years ago yesterday, read Psalm 8 from the 
surface of the moon:  “When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; what is man that thou art mindful of him?  And the 
Son of Man, that thou visitest Him?"  Because Buzz Aldrin knows who is in charge. 



Paul wants the Colossians and you and me to know that Jesus is not one in a system of 
mediators.  Not one among many philosophies.  Not one among a cascading hierarchy 
of principalities and powers.  Christ is unique and Paul wants to declare that as strongly 
as he can.  He is the FIRST of all who will be raised from the dead.  The principle of 
creation, the agent by which creation is formed, who Himself is the very goal of creation.  
The totality of God; head of the church; reconciler of men and women to God and to one 
another and to all creation.  It is staggering that only 30 short years since His crucifixion 
this is what is being sung and written and spoken about Jesus.5  Staggering.  Here it is 
in one of the greatest Christ-hymns of all time. 
 
Hymns aren’t just the domain of the church.  The Romans had hymns, just like the Nazi 
army had its hymns, and England has “God Save The Queen.”  National anthems and 
hymns are ways to express political beliefs and indoctrinate citizens.  First generation 
Christians in Colossae would have heard propaganda in the form of Roman hymns 
sung in their streets that promoted the great benefits of the imperial wisdom and the 
blessings Rome was bringing to the conquered peoples of the empire. 
 
Do you get what that means?  It means THIS Colossians Christ hymn is subversive; 
it is attacking the very “legitimacy of that imperial power;” refuting the headship of 
Caesar and asserting Christ’s universal authority and Lordship.  These early 
Christological hymns resisted the empire by displaying the character of God revealed 
through Christ, and revealing it in such a way that it formed Christians into a different 
kind of people than the empire was trying to form.6   
 
There is SUCH good news in this text.  Paul wants everybody to understand that Christ 
is not only big enough for the task; but that He’s already done what is needed for the 
redemption of the world.  Paul writes, “He is the image of the invisible God.”  In the 
Greek, that idea of image is like a photograph, but you and I know photographs don’t 
cut it in today’s technologically.  Maybe it should be the high-def video or a hologram, or 
the virtual reality of God.   
 
In other words, if you want to see what God is like, look at Jesus.  And the more you 
and I get to know about Jesus Christ, the more we understand who the true God is, 
what God has done; who we are as a result; and what it means to live IN and FOR Him.  
The more we look at Jesus, the more we realize that the true God is the God of utter 
self-giving love.7   
 
And if that’s what the character of God looks like – this self-giving love, love for all 
creation including you and me – then I can delight in, believe in, and celebrate what 
Paul also writes in this next text (my favorite verse):  that in Him – in Jesus – all things 
hold together.  That’s good news to proclaim in a world that appears to be coming apart 
at the seams.  “All things hold together in Him.”  When our personal lives that we have 
worked so clumsily to stitch together begin to come apart like frayed fabric.  “All things 
hold together in Him.” 
 
Not just church things, or things at home, but all things.  Not just the things we have 
done well and are proud to place in His hands, but all things – even those we are 
ashamed to give over to Him.  Not just things we don’t control, but even the things we 
do control.  All things hold together in Christ.   



Paul repeats it:  ALL THINGS.  You cannot say, “But not my addicted child.  It’s too 
late.”  All things.  You cannot say, “But not Iraq.  It’s not a Christian country.”  All 
things means ALL THINGS.  It means EVERYTHING.  In the words of the Dutch 
theologian Abraham Kuyper, “There is not one inch of the world that Christ does not 
claim saying “That is mine.  That belongs to me.”  This doesn’t mean the world looks 
like it belongs to Christ, or that everyone must wear the label Christian.  It just means 
that this God with us in Jesus Christ can be found in all things, and He holds together 
what you and I cannot.8 

 
I can picture Paul, singing these words in his head as he writes – or perhaps singing 
them out loud as he dictates to Timothy, his scribe – his heart overflowing with the 
power, and wonder and promise of these words. 
 
Most of you may not be able to see it, but colleagues might be able to tell you that it’s not all 
that uncommon for me to get choked up – or speechless – or to make one of those deep 
sighs – in the middle of worship.  A few years ago I remarked on the fact that as I grow 
older, I become more and more emotionally incontinent.  It may be the words to a hymn; 
the prayer of confession – the assurance of which one of my colleagues speaks to me – the 
music of an anthem or a song.  But my heart gets stirred.  Like Paul. 
 
I hope that never changes.  I hope I never get used to it.  I hope the remarkable power 
of the Gospel never becomes routine and ordinary.  I never want the majestic music and 
lyrics of the Jesus Christ I know to become background noise in the crowded shopping 
mall that is my life.  I still want the knowledge of Him to take my breath away.   
 
He is the image of the invisible God; the firstborn of all creation, and in Him, all things 
hold together.  Not “May it be so” – but “So it is!”  “So it is!” 
Thanks be to God.  AMEN 
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