ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
December 24, 2017           11:00 P.M.                 Christmas Eve

PRELUDE                Medley of Carols              Glenn Kinckner, piano
WELCOME                                                                       Don Lincoln
INTROIT             A Cradle in Bethlehem                    Victoria Provost
                                                                   A.Bryan&L.Stock,©1952Sony/ATVTunes

Sing sweet and low your lullaby till angels say Amen,
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem.
While wise men follow through the dark, a star that beckons them,
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem.
A little Child will lead them, the prophets said of old,
In storm and tempest heed Him until the bell is tolled.
Sing sweet and low your lullaby till angels say Amen,
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem.
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem,
A mother tonight is rocking her Baby in Bethlehem.
CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING the CHRIST CANDLE

Ann Hatfield, leader
Joe and Terri Pennington
Leader:
In the beginning was the Word, 
People:
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Lighters:
On this night, we light the Christ candle to proclaim the very living Word of God has come and is coming again.

Leader:
He was in the beginning with God, and all things were made through Him, and without Him, was not anything made that was made.
People:
In Him was life, and that life was the light of all people.

Lighters:
On this night, we light the Christ candle, as a sign of the Light of the World which shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Leader:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld His glory; glory as of the only Son from the Father.
People:
For us and our salvation He came down from heaven.    Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth, peace, good will to all!

Lighters:  Come Lord Jesus, be our light; our peace; our hope and our joy!

CAROL               O Come, All Ye Faithful           (please stand if able)
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!   
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest!            
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          Don Lincoln
Eternal God, from the tabernacle of heaven to the poverty of a stable, Your radiant Light shines forth in a tiny baby wrapped in rags.  Such humble Love astounds us.  But our astonishment fades; our joy dissipates; and too soon we drift back to darkness.  Forgive us Lord for not holding fast to the One who comes this night.  Renew us in the way of Christ, that we might reflect His light in the world…(time for silent prayers of confession).

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                    

Pastor:
Friends, there is Good News this Christmas night

People:
Unto us is born a SAVIOR, who is Christ the Lord!

RESPONSE           (please stand and sing)
Good Christian friends rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice,

Now we need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!

Calls us one and calls us all to gain the everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save!

APOSTLES’ CREED (please stand if able) 
Don Lincoln
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL GREETING – “The Peace of Christ”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Ann Hatfield
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.
OFFERTORY               The Angels’ Song               Holst-Christopher

                           Victoria Provost, Gloria Ballinger
Hodie Christus natus est
Today Christ is born
Hodie Salvator apparuit
Today the Savior appears

Hodie in terra canunt Angeli
Today on earth Angels sing

Gloria in excelsis Deo
Glory to God in the highest
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae 
And on earth peace, good

     voluntatis
     will to men

Alleluia
Alleluia
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                       Luke 2: 1-7
CAROL      Angels We Have Heard On High      (please stand if able)
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains.

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Glo---ria in excelsis Deo, Glo----ria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire Your heavenly song? Glo---ria in excelsis Deo, Glo----ria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo---ria in excelsis Deo, Glo----ria in excelsis Deo.
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                     Luke 2: 8-20
CAROL                 What Child Is This?             (please remain seated)
What Child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
SCRIPTURE LESSONS                                                 John 1: 10-13
MEDITATION             “You Want THIS Gift”                Don Lincoln

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

This evening we will partake of the sacrament by intinction.  You are invited to come forward row by row to a station at each section of the sanctuary.  Take a piece of bread from the basket, dip it in the chalice, and partake of the elements.  Return then to your seat.

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 


Pastor:

The Lord be with you.


People:
And also with you.


Pastor:
Lift up your hearts.


People:
We lift them up to the Lord.


Pastor:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


People:
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Sharing the Bread and Cup and Communion Prayer

THE COMING OF THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

The pastor lights a candle from Christ candle, lights ushers’ candles, and ushers light candles of the first person in each row.  The light is passed along as each person tips an UNLIGHTED candle TOWARD A LIGHTED ONE.  Let your candle remain lit until after the benediction; then place it in the receptacle at the door upon leaving.
SPECIAL MUSIC                    Lakme
Angel Duet

Gloria Ballinger, Victoria Provost, soloists
CAROL            Silent Night, Holy Night            Stille Nacht
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon virgin mother and child! 

Holy infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light,

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light;

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                  Joy to the World                                arr. Bock

Participants in this Christmas Eve service are:

Pastoral staff          Bob Boell, Jean Boell, Ann Hatfield, Don Lincoln
Musicians:       Bob Morris, Director of Music; Glenn Kinckner, Organist
Westminster’s Weekly Worship Schedule

Sundays:  8:30am; 9:45am – Traditional Worship with Choir

11:10am – Contemporary Worship with Band

Wednesdays:   9:10 – 9:30am – Service of Prayer and Communion

If you are considering church membership at Westminster, or are interested in knowing more about faith in Jesus Christ, please feel free to contact one of the pastors.

The Staff and Officers wish you a
most joyous Christmas!

Ministers of Jesus Christ       
 All the Members of the Congregation

Pastors             
 Jennie Clark, Jon Frost, Ann Hatfield, Don Lincoln

Parish Associate                                         
                       Ed Brandt

Pastor Emeritus                                         
               Robert D. Young

Director of Children and Family Ministries               
       Sue Spotts

Director of Music                                                     
        Bob Morris

Associate Director of Music/Organist                
      Glenn Kinckner
Director of Alternative Worship                             
             Jon Frost

Director of Youth                                                  
           Chris Clark
Bell Director                                                         
         Ron Bellamy
Church Administrator                                
               Gerry McShane

Communications Director
Lynn George
Office Administrator                                                  
          Barb Drain
Office Assistant                                              
              Laura Mauro
Sunday Receptionist                                  
                 Linda Irwin

Financial Administrator                             
           Donna Harrison

Financial Assistant                                         
          Karen Randel
Westminster Preschool Director                 
          Jackie Steinmetz

Westminster Preschool Administrator          
     Kimberly Cowert

Westminster Preschool Administrative Assistant    
      Sarah Jones

Thrift Shop Manager                                    
         Karen Koepke
Childcare Coordinator                     
                    Patrice Stilley
Custodians      
           George Baldt, Joe Callan, Jim Worthington

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

10 W. Pleasant Grove Rd.  West Chester, PA  19382   610-399-3377

               info@westminsterpc.org            www.westminsterpc.org

Christmas Eve 2017

Westminster Presbyterian Church

11:00 PM
[image: image1.jpg]



GATHERING THOUGHT        

Each year the Child is born again.

Each year some new heart

   finally hears

       finally sees

           finally knows love.

And in heaven

        there is great rejoicing!

There is a festival of stars!

There is a celebration among the angels!

For in the finding of one lost sheep, 

   the heart of the Shepherd is glad, and

   Christmas has happened once more.

The Child is born anew

   and one more knee is bowed.

                                           Ann Weems
