ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

December 17, 2017     3rd Sunday of Advent  
8:30 & 9:45 A.M.

PRELUDE                      What Child Is This    
Purvis
WELCOME        (Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad in your pew.)
CHORAL ADVENT INTROIT     Christ, Be Our Light
(remain seated)
Kim Russell will sing verses; congregation please join on refrain.

Refrain:  
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CALL TO WORSHIP, CONFESSION & ADVENT CANDLE (from Isaiah 61)

Gary and Barbara Boyd (8:30)


Patrick, Kristi and Ian Fitzgerald (9:45)

Leader:  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God.  
People:  For the LORD has clothed me with the garments of salvation, God has covered me with the robe of righteousness.

Lighters:  This Third Sunday of Advent, we hold fast to the Good News of Great Joy, which is announced for all people.  Though the day of the LORD is yet to come, the joy of the LORD is ours even now.  

Leader:  Forgive us, O God, for not being attentive to the sound of Your coming, or the sight of Your presence in our daily lives.
People:  Forgive us, O God, when we do not hear You in the cries of the captives for their liberty; when we do not see You in the oppressed or the brokenhearted.
Lighters:  As we light this third candle of Advent joy, we remember the year of the LORD’s favor has been proclaimed; and God’s favor is still being proclaimed, as we give ourselves in service to the Good News of Jesus.
Leader:  For as the earth brings forth its shoots; and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
People:  So the Lord will till and tend us as God’s garden, until righteousness and praise spring up before all the nations.

Lighters:  Come Lord Jesus, clothe us with garments of salvation.  Come Lord Jesus, lead us into Your light, that we might proclaim the Good News of Your abundant joy!
CHORAL RESPONSE                                        (please stand if able)

Refrain from “Angels We Have Heard On High”

Glo – ria, in excelsis Deo.

Glo – ria, in excelsis Deo
THOUGHT FOR CHILDREN                          
  (9:45 only)

CONGREGATIONAL GREETING – “The Peace of Christ”

HYMN #93     Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
(please stand if able)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

……….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

OFFERTORY                 Welcome to Our World                       Rice
                                             Kim Russell, soloist
Tears are falling, hearts are breaking; how we need to hear from God.  You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting, welcome, holy Child, welcome, holy Child.  Hope that You don’t mind our manger, how I wish we would have known.  But long awaited holy Stranger, make Yourself at home, please make Yourself at home.

Bring Your peace into our violence, bid our hungry souls be filled.  Word now breaking heaven’s silence, welcome to our world, welcome to our world.  Fragile finger sent to heal us, tender brow prepared for thorn, tiny heart whose blood will save us, unto us is born, unto us is born.  So wrap our injured flesh around You, breathe our air and walk our sod.  Rob our sin and make us holy, perfect Son of God, perfect Son of God.  Welcome to our world.
DOXOLOGY (please stand if able)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.   

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from the PCUSA Mission Yearbook)

Holy God, fill us with Your love of justice and lay Your Spirit upon us, that through Your grace and guidance, our ministry may help You heal the world.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.     (please be seated)

SCRIPTURE LESSON              Luke 1:39-56
 (pages 831-832)
Pastor:
The Word of the Lord.


People:
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #99    My Soul Gives Glory to My God    (please remain seated)
SERMON                           “Rejoice!”                              Ann Hatfield
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 (taken from A Brief Statement of Faith)   

                                        (please stand if able)

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love, God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community……In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still……With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

HYMN #105      People, Look East (vs. 1, 4, 5)   
 (please stand if able)

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                Good Christian Men Rejoice
Bach
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  Worship Times:

        8:30 a.m.

        9:45 a.m.

      11:10 a.m.
	WELCOME VISITORS!  We are glad you are here today.  To help us welcome you personally, please sign the Friendship Pad with your name, address, email and/or phone number.  

You will find literature about Westminster at the Information Center.  If you are interested in knowing more about being a follower of Jesus, have any questions, or desire follow-up information, please speak to one of the pastors.  Following worship they can be found greeting at the doors of the sanctuary

The next new members’ class is Saturday, January 27, 2018, 9:00a.m.-1:30 p.m.  Childcare is available upon request during the class.



LECTIONARY PASSAGES FOR TODAY are:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28.  In addition to Sunday readings, there are lectionary readings for every day. Go to www.westminsterpc.org/grow/spiritual-practices/daily-lectionary to the box called “Lectionary Reading” and click on the date.

The flowers on the pedestals are: 
· In loving memory of Debra Lou Verbiar, given by her family and friends,
· Given by Rick and Martie Olson in loving memory of their parents.
WE WISH TO THANK our guest organist, H. Ray Hunsicker, for sharing his gifts with us this morning.  Ray has played for Westminster many times over the years both in worship and for our choral concerts.

USHERS 8:30 A.M.:  Bill Winters (head usher), Craig Garner, Peg Garner, Toni Hawkins, Peter Meyers, Doreen Winters, Karen Zachary, Scott Zachary
USHERS 9:45 A.M.:  Larry Graves (head usher), John Hurt, Chuck Lambing, Gene Moore, Karen Nuckols, Burt Rothenberger, Gail Rothenberger
GREETERS 8:30 A.M.:
Carmen Knox; Peg Garner
GREETERS 9:45 A.M.:
Nancy Shuts
ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES THIS MORNING:

· 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel:  Musical Conversations: The Old Testament and Handel’s Messiah, led by Anne Stewart and Tom Breton.  Final session.
KIDS CONNECT LEARN AND SERVE 

· 8:30am:  Childcare for infants through 4 years of age.

· 9:45am:  Childcare for infants through 3 years of age; Sunday

school for 4 years old through 5th grade.

· 11:10am:  Large group combined Kindergarten through 5th grade.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:45am in The Site.

*          *          *          *          *          *           *          *          *
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WORSHIP INFORMATION

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE


Sanctuary

  8:30am – Traditional worship with choir (except July/August)
  9:45am – Traditional worship with choir (except August)
11:10am – Contemporary worship with band


Chapel Service on Wednesday

 9:10-9:30am – Prayer and Communion service

CHILDCARE FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS is available at all Sunday morning services.  BULLETINS FOR CHILDREN, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND HYMNALS, AND SPANISH AND KOREAN BIBLES are available from ushers or located on shelves above the coat racks.  
A REMOTE TV MONITOR is in the church parlor (just outside the sanctuary in the west hallway) to view and hear worship in progress for those with restless children or who need to leave the sanctuary.  

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available for worship at the Information Center in the Narthex.  Additionally, the sanctuary is equipped with an induction loop system that transmits to hearing aids and cochlear implants with telecoils.  PEW CUSHIONS also available at the Information Center. 
LIVE STREAMING of our 9:45 a.m. traditional worship is now being offered over the internet.  We invite you to join us at westminsterpc.org when not able to attend worship.
text giving is available.  You can give via your phone; it’s easy, secure and instant.  Start a new text message to 610-616-2826.  Enter the dollar amount of your gift as the text.  Send.  First time givers are prompted to a link to enter credit/debit card information.

TAIZÉ PRAYER in the Chapel and contemplative worship occurs various times throughout the program year.  Visit our website or call 610-399-3377 for dates and times.

PRAYER CHAIN members receive a weekly list of prayer requests via email and members include them in their conversations with God.  To have a prayer request included in the Prayer Chain or to become a member, contact Jeanne Klaver at jeanneklaver@gmail.com or the church office.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION is celebrated the first Sunday of every month in all services.  If you desire or know of someone desiring HOME COMMUNION, please contact Ann Hatfield, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care at 610-399-3377 ext. 114.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated the third Sunday of every month.  Our BAPTISM CLASS is offered the last Sunday of each month, except December, at 11:00am in the Chapel.  Contact the office to register for the baptism class.

TRANSCRIPTS OF PREVIOUS SERMONS can be found on the table in the narthex just outside the sanctuary center doors.  Audio and text versions available online at www.westminsterpc.org. 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Knowing Christ…..Making Christ Known
December 17, 2017
8:30 and 9:45 A.M. Traditional
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GATHERING THOUGHT
“Throughout the Bible, joy and gladness are consistently related to the whole life of God’s people.  Joy is not an isolated or occasional phenomenon.  It is one of the constants in the Christian life.  It is not destroyed by adverse circumstances; it does not wait for favorable events.  It is a present reality.”

                                        J. William Harris
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