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As followers of Jesus Christ, we commit to: worship that  
glorifies God and transforms us, intentional, hope-filled  
community, a lifetime of spiritual growth and joyful  
generosity, as we are sent to demonstrate the Kingdom of 
God in the world.
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Sisters and Brothers of Westminster:

For decades I have written opening pages of annual reports, typically reflecting on the highlights of the past 
year.  This year is the same – and also VERY different!  For the first time in 37+ years of ministry, I have served a  
congregation when it passes a significant milestone.  In this case it was the anniversary of 125 years since  
Westminster was chartered as a congregation.  

I knew there was no way I was equipped by myself to lead the congregation into a celebration of this great 
historical marker, so I looked for help.  God has equipped this congregation with a multitude of talented leaders 
and servants – and in this case, it was the guidance of God’s Spirit to turn to Dave and Barbara Goodale and 
Don and Ivy Jost to consider co-chairing the 125th Anniversary Celebration.  God’s Spirit was spot on!

The Josts and the Goodales surrounded themselves with a cadre of others – including Cindy Poole, Joan 
Griffith, Sherry Breton, Ted Strand, Bob Boell, Nancy Christy, Pat Woolf, Ed McFalls and John Hurt.   
An incredible amount of research was done; planning undertaken; and celebrations planned by this group 
which spent countless hours together in meetings.

Among their accomplishments – a new history of Westminster has been written.  This is the only  
comprehensive capture of the congregation’s life since its move to its current location, and Don Jost, our church 
historian has done a superb job in preparing a very moving account of our history.  A clay memento has been 
cast to commemorate this milestone year, and they have been made available to the congregation.   
Dave Goodale, assisted by most of the members of the committee who read through minutes and records, has  
unearthed a treasure trove of historical facts – and developed a moving timeline of the congregation’s life.  

Throughout the year we had numerous opportunities to celebrate.  On Heritage Sunday we remembered our 
historic roots, and recognized our longest tenured members, including relatives of 1892 charter members.  On 
two Sundays we welcomed minister sons of former pastors to the pulpit – David Young, son of Pastor Emeritus 
Robert Young, and Robert P. Boell, son of former pastor Robert Boell.  We also heard Sarah Randall Hill preach 
– a child of the church, raised in its ministry since the move, and now serving with her husband as a pastor in 
Iowa.  We recited words in worship from all the previous heads of staff, and received video greetings from the 
very first Assistant Pastor, as well as three other Associate pastors.  We had an extended Sunday celebration on 
Anniversary Sunday with Presbyterian Historical Society Director Beth Hessel preaching, and took a  
drone-photo of the congregation gathered in the church yard.  Ted Strand developed a wonderful video and 
slide show capturing the amazing heritage of this congregation in visual form, and we had an Art Show  
celebrating the talents of current members, and a spring heritage concert celebrating the music and the  
happenings during the congregation’s 125 years.

It has been a fabulous year.  There is far more to acknowledge than this page allows – but on behalf of the  
congregation – I recognize this fabulous 125th committee who so ably helped us remember the history behind 
us, the shoulders upon which we stand, and the importance of continuing the legacy of ministry that has been 
left in our hands.  We are beginning the next 125 years.  May they be even more fruitful for the kingdom than 
the first 125!

Don Lincoln, Pastor
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Staff 

Deacons 

Session    Church Office: 610.399.3377 • info@westminsterpc.orgTrustees

2017 Officers:  Terry Hawkins, Vice Moderator
Ann Krebs, Vice Moderator

George Baldt
Custodian

Ron Bellamy 
Director of Bells 
ringinron@comcast.net

Rev. Ed Brandt
Parish Associate 
302.932.9861 
ebrandt@westminsterpc.org

Joe Callan 
Custodian

Chris Clark
Director of Youth 
Ext. 110 
cclark@westminsterpc.org 

Rev. Jennie Clark 
Associate Pastor for Spiritual 
Growth
Ex. 109
jclark@westminsterpc.org

Kimberly Cowart
Preschool Business Manager
Ext. 117 
kcowart@westminsterpc.org

Barb Drain 
Office Administrator  
Ext. 100 
bdrain@westminsterpc.org

Rev. Jon Frost 
Associate Pastor for Worship 
Ext. 113 
jfrost@westminsterpc.org

Lynn George 
Director of Communications 
Ext. 139
lgeorge@westminsterpc.org

Donna Harrison 
Financial Administrator 
Ext. 112  
dharrison@westminsterpc.org

Rev. Ann Hatfield
Associate Pastor for Pastoral 
Care & Outreach
Ext. 114
ahatfield@westminsterpc.org

Terry Hawkins 
Café Manager 

Linda Irwin 
Sunday Receptionist
Ext. 103 
lirwin@westminsterpc.org

Sarah Jones
Preschool Administrative  
Assistant 
Ext. 118
sjones@westminsterpc.org 

Glenn Kinckner 
Associate Director of Music  
& Organist 
Ext. 140
gknickner@westminsterpc.org

Karen Koepke 
Thrift Shop Manager 
610.399.0748 
kiki595@comcast.net

Rev. Don Lincoln 
Lead Pastor
Ext. 107 
dlincoln@westminsterpc.org

Laura Mauro
Office Assistant
Ext. 101
lmauro@westminsterpc.org

Gerry McShane
Church Administrator 
Ext. 105
gmschane@westminsterpc.org

Bob Morris 
Director of Music 
Ext. 115 
bmorris@westminsterpc.org

Karen Randel 
Financial Assistant 
Ext. 111 
krandel@westminsterpc.org 

Sue Spotts 
Director of Children & Family 
Ministries 
Ext. 106 
sspotts@westminsterpc.org

Jackie Steinmetz
Director of Preschool
Ext. 116 
jsteinmetz@westminsterpc.org

Patrice Stilley 
Childcare Coordinator 
610.312.6903
childcare@westminsterpc.org 

Jim Worthington
Custodian

Gary Liddick, President

2017 
Herb Brownett
Bob Fisher
Gary Hunter
Gary Liddick

2018 
Scott Boorse
Ross Feehrer
John Himes 
Bob Steiginga

2019
Mary Jane Anders 
Jay Mossman
Jeff Spotts
Alison Wood

Auditors 
2017
Ted Strand

2018 
Tim Krenz

2017 Officers:  
Rev. Don Lincoln 
Moderator of Session 
Ed McFalls
Clerk of Session

2017 
Ed McFalls 
Roger Mecouch 
Ruth Simonson 
Geoff Smith 
Kathy Smedley
Jane Wendel 

2018 
Laura Davis
Gary Huddell
Colin Kelly
Barb Necarsulmer
Burt Rothenberger
Gail Tanzola-Seymour

2019
Betsy Ballantyne
Rick Bates
Charles RB Beckmann
Angela Emrich
Karen Goldsborough

Gloria Ballinger 
Barbara Baranski 
Diane DeSieno-Lane 
Shawn Dzielawa 
Laura Gruen

Carmen Knox
Ann Krebs
Dana Loundas
Susan Mills
Nicole Neesham

Jennifer Boorse 
Sue Bruegel
Peg Garner 
Demaree Hopkins 
Amy Hoyle

Jeanne Klaver
Nancy Krablin
Joan Ranieri
Sally Smith
Nancy Steiginga

Maddie Boorse
David Carpenter
Terry Hawkins
Doug Krebs
Kathie Magee

Marty Ollenschleger
Deb Randall
Cingy Rietz
Nancy Shuts
Bill Wilson

2017

2018

2019
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Membership Statistics 

2017 Confirmation Class

2017 Necrology Report
Jack Lee  
Carole Burdick  
Mary Miller  
Paul Meckley   
Andrew Szucs  
Harry Gilbert   
Wayne Christy  
Ruth Spellman   
Shirley Minnick  
Curt Shollenberger 
Jeanne Ballinger 
John Novotny  
Mary Ellen Yardley 
Jean Kepler  
Cindy Hineman  
Crellin Mayberry  
Leon Talmage  
Donald Otten  
Bob Merhar  
Walt Caswell  
Nancy Farquhar  
Betty Winters  
Alan McCormack 
Bernie Eastlick  
Ray Pepe  
Janet Cistone  

Number on Church Roll on 1/1/17 
2,070
 
Additions in 2017: 111
77  New Members
23  Confirmation Class
11   Restored to Active Membership

Baptisms in 2017: 29
27  Children
2   Adult

Number on Church Roll on 1/1/18
2,045

Loss of members in 2017: 136 
26    Deaths
10    Transfers 
100  Others
 
 

Worship Attendance
 Sunday Morning Average:  750

 Wednesday Chapel Average:  20

Taizé Worship Average:  27

Live Stream Average:  73

Maris Grove Average:  27

Ash Wednesday:  217

Maundy Thursday:  303

Good Friday:  91 

Easter:  2,258

Christmas Eve:  3,330

January 1
January 3
January 4
January 7

February 3
February 4

February 16
March 25

April 10
April 15
April 24

July 4
July 13
July 22
July 23
July 25

August 2
August 13

September 11
September 18

November 8
November 11
November 14
November 21
December 8

December 15
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We’ve been blessed with dedicated members who not 
only pledge their treasure, but their time and talent as 
well. My office is a direct beneficiary of such  
generosity. 2017 brought new challenges, and I’m  
particularly proud of the following accomplishments.

2017 Highlights: 
• Replaced the Heckert building’s roof which had 

problems for several years.  
• Installed LED lighting in the Preschool, and have 

noticed an immediate impact on our energy bill.
• Negotiated a new electric contract that represents 

a 34% savings over the prior contract. 
• Opened our new café, 10 West to a very receptive 

congregation and hired our hospitality  
extraordinaire, Terry Hawkins to manage it.

• Launched the streaming of our worship services, 
with the help of a very generous gift from one of 
our members.

• Made several technology upgrades in the Parlor 
and Spellman Hall.

• Sealcoated our parking lot as a way to extend the 
life of a very precious investment.

• Revised our Employee Handbook with the able 
guidance of our Personnel committee. 

Church 
Administrator’s 
Report
Gerry McShane
gmschane@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 105

Staff: Donna Harrison
Questions? Ron Fox, Chair
rrnfox@verizon.net or 610.692.7587

The Memorial Fund’s purpose is to provide funding for 
tangible and long lasting fixtures that enhance both the 
physical surroundings and mission of Westminster. The 
Committee meets at various times during the year to review 
the Fund balance and to discuss opportunities for use of 
the funds.  

Memorial Fund

Beginning 2017  Balance       $ 12,741
 Contributions to the Fund 5,875
 Projects Submitted   3,486
 Transfers Out to Other Funds  5,790
Ending 2017 Balance   $11,339
 Restricted Funds   2,089
 Unrestricted Funds   7,251
 Funds Approved/Not Spent 2,000 

2017 Highlights:
• Received 38 separate contributions to the fund totaling 

$5,875.  
• Three projects were submitted to and approved by the 

Memorial Committee totaling $3,486.  
 - Communion baskets for shut-ins  
 - Additional choir robes 
 - Youth Room renovation project for the Site.  

• None of the $2,000 approved for the Site renovation 
has been spent as of 12/31/17. 

• Restricted Memorial Contributions of $4,610 for  
Honduras, and $1,180 for the Thrift Shop were  
transferred out of the Memorial Fund to their more  
appropriate individual Funds.  

• $7,251 is available for future projects.  

Volunteers learn new live streaming technology in June

New communion baskets for shut-ins 
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Trustees 
Staff: Gerry McShane & Donna Harrison
Questions? Gary Liddick, President 
gary.liddick@comcast.net or 610.363.8649

2017 Major Actions: 
• Approved a property reserve expenditure of $5,200 

for a new computer server. 
• Agreed to continue to have Robin McCardell farm our 

excess land in 2017. 
• Approved property reserve expenditures for  

certain interior painting and to install LED lights in 
the preschool. 

• Approved property reserve expenditures of $12,850 
to seal the parking lot and an additional $3,785 to 
replace a refrigerator. 

• A new Thrift Shop lease was reviewed, which allows 
them to move to their new location in West Chester.

• Trustees approved a property reserve expenditure of 
$85,000 to replace the Heckert building roof and a 
second reserve expenditure of $9,000 to purchase 
cameras for the Sanctuary streaming project.

• Approved a property reserve expenditure of $3,600 
for a mini air conditioner in the streaming room.

• Recommended to Session to enter into a contract 
with Bill Wilson, a congregational consultant for a 
visioning process to take place in 2018. 

• Approved setting up a restricted fund to house 
donations received for Missions and that these 
amounts could be carried over from year to year. 

• Approved a property reserve expenditure of up to 
$14,600 for a new projector in Spellman Hall.   

• Reviewed and agreed with the proposed responses 
to the 2016 audit recommendations for all funds 
except the preschool. (The audit is not complete yet). 

• Approved a revised 3-5 year property reserve  
expenditure plan. 

• Approved an additional expenditure of $9,218 to 
complete the Heckert roof project. 

• Approved an additional payment from the Capital 
Fund of $125,000 in January, $10,000 in April, 
$15,000 in June, $20,000 in July, and $10,000 in 
October to pay down the loan balance.

• Recommends for Session’s approval of the 2018 
operating budget. 

Subject to the authority of the Session, Trustees are the elected officers 
of the church corporation. Trustees are charged with maintaining the 
church’s property, managing its civil affairs, and monitoring the revenues 
and expenses of the Church in accordance with the Session’s annual 
budgets. Trustees meet monthly to monitor the financial and physical 
operations of the Church. They are assisted in this duty by the Property 
Committee, Audit Committee, Church Administrator, and Church  
Treasurer. In order to be better informed as to the various church  
activities and operations financed through the budget, individual  
trustees sit on most of the relevant operating committees of the Church. 
The President of the Trustees reports directly to Session. 

Property Reserve expenditures in 2017 amounted to approximately 
$151,162, compared to the planned amount of $121,650. Overruns in the 
Heckert roof replacement, and expenditures for a mini air conditioner, 
Spellman projector and an early refrigerator replacement in the kitchen 
contributed to the overrun. As we discussed last year, the buildings are 
in a replacement stage of the typical 20-25 year lifecycle and the next 
3-5 years are expensive years to cover. The Property Committee has 
again updated the needed items over this critical period. At year end, 
the reserve is $172,479 and based on the review performed, along with 
needed increased funding in the annual property allocation, we believe 
that the needs over this period can be met with existing property reserve 
funding, barring any unexpected issues. Once this period is over, it is 
estimated that we can begin to build the reserve back to levels  
commensurate with a church of our size, provided that the annual  
property allocation is maintained at the needed amounts. 

The Capital Fund Campaign continued to receive donations in 2017, 
totaling $95,840, including $30,000 from the preschool. In 2012, the 
church borrowed $2,100,000, split evenly between a fixed rate  
portion (4.4%) and a floating rate portion (2.5% + 30 day LIBOR). The 
outstanding balance on our loan (related to the variable rate portion), is 
around $433,679, with an interest rate of 3.746% currently. The  
remaining loan payments will be funded from the operating budget on a 
monthly basis. If Westminster receives any additional Capital Fund  
contributions, they will be used to pay down the remaining loan balance.

Workers replace Heckert building’s roof in October

Cash Flows continued the erratic pattern exhibited over 
the last several years. Pledged giving was $40,000 short 
of budget and non-pledged giving was $19,000 behind 
budget. Despite this shortfall, underruns in budget lines 
reduced the shortfall and resulted in a deficit of $7,540 
at December 31, 2017. This operating deficit will be  
carried forward to 2018 as part of the Operating Reserve.
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Address: 543-545 East Gay, West Chester, PA 19382
Telephone: 610.692.9298
Thrift Shop Manager: Karen Koepke
Thrift Shop Board: Diane DeSieno-Lane, Chair, Judy 
Eberhardt, Carmen Knox, Fran Marcus, Karyl Murray, Joy 
Weigel, Sue Yockey
Questions? Karen Koepke, kiki595@comcast.net or 
610.399.0748  

The Westminster Thrift Shop serves as an agent of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church’s outreach in the 
borough of West Chester by providing quality recycled 
merchandise at affordable prices. Our challenge is to 
continue to generate enough sales so we have the 
funds to meet all of our expenses.  

2017 Highlights
• On April 3 the Thrift Shop Board voted unanimously 

to relocate to 543- 545 East Gay Street in the Gay 
Street Plaza (previously occupied by the West 
Chester Food Cupboard).

• On June 10 the Thrift Shop wrapped up Season 
28 after 11 years of business at the Barnard and 
Adams Street location. 

• Moving vans arrived on July 14 and shop’s contents 
went into storage. 

• Moved into our new location in the Gay Street Plaza 
on August 7.  The move was preceded by a lot of 
hard work: cleaning, painting, layout planning, and 
the construction of a dressing room for the new 
shop by Rich Vogel and Steve Vicker.  

• Welcomed Judy Miller as a new member of the 
Thrift Shop Board at a special Board meeting in 
August.

• The 29th season began on September 11. Sales 
were good, and our customers were complimentary 
of our new shop, saying it’s brighter, and easier to 
access.  

• Welcomed many new shoppers and faithful long 
time customers.  

• Welcomed five new shop volunteers 
• Several men answered the call to help make runs 

to the Salvation Army.  

The audit committee completed the audit of the statement of 
assets, liabilities and fund balances of the Westminster  
Presbyterian Church’s General Fund, Capital Fund, Endowment 
Fund, and the statement of cash receipts and disbursements 
of the Women’s Fund, and the related statements of revenues 
and expenditures and certain cash flows for those entities for 
the year ending December 31, 2016, the Preschool and Thrift 
Shop for the year ending June 30, 2017.  A full financial review 
of all the financial records was conducted by the audit  
committee.  

To ensure that the congregation has confidence and trust in 
the stewardship of their contributions, the audit team  
reviewed, evaluated, and tested the financial procedures and 
practices of Westminster Presbyterian Church.  The audit 
committee used interviews, first hand observations, and 
independent verification to determine, to the best of its ability, 
the audit results contained in the detailed reports for each of 
the aforementioned units audited.  Terminology in the reports 
is meant to provide general guidance and is not intended to 
require or not require specific audit procedures or practices as 
understood within the professional accounting community.

The audit committee has examined the Capital Fund,  
Endowment Fund, General Fund, Preschool, Thrift Shop, and 
Women’s Fund, reviewed procedures of accounting under the 
current Book of Order, reconciled receipts and disbursements 
with bank deposits and bank balances, and has found the  
balances stated correctly, presented fairly, with proper  
procedures, and all necessary records kept.

We have found no major financial exceptions, and the  
financial records of Westminster Presbyterian Church as 
presented to the Church members at the annual meeting in 
January of 2017, were verified by this committee as such.  

We noted that the Property Reserve Fund has been  
appropriately updated for asset lives and an increase in  
funding has significantly improved the position of the  
Property Reserve Fund.  Continued increases in funding needs 
to be maintained to protect the church membership from large  
expenditures.

The audit committee members are not related to the Financial 
Administrator or any financial employees of the Church.  A 
book of separate and detailed reports for each of the units 
audited has been provided to the Board of Trustees, Financial 
Administrator, and Church records.

.

Auditors 
Auditors:  Ted Strand and Tim Krenz
Staff: Donna Harrison
Questions? Ted Strand, strand307@gmail.com

Thrift Shop

The grand opening of the Thrift Shop on September 11 
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Endowment Fund
2017 Officers: Robbe Healey, President; Tim Krenz, Vice-President, 
Rob Necarsulmer, Treasurer; Rich Birkenmeier, Secretary 
Staff: Gerry McShane
Questions? Robbe Healey, robbe.healey@yahoo.com or 610.996.4650 
2018 Grant Applicant Deadlines: Feb. 2, May 4, Aug. 3 &  Nov. 2  

2017 Highlights:
• Increase awareness of opportunities to partner with church bodies toward the goal of increasing the number of  

applications to the fund.
• Introduced the Endowment Fund Video.
• Held an Endowment information Brunch on March 12 featuring speaker and planned giving expert, Mark Gadson.
• Hosted a “Conversations on Codicils” table on October 29 to encourage members to find out about how to explore legacy 

giving to Westminster and/or one of the Endowment Funds
• Began conversations and learning on sustainable investing. Reviewed several best practice models and held a conference 

call with New Covenant Trust to review priorities, goals and options.  
• Set a goal to encourage no fewer than 125 members to include Westminster and/or one of the Endowment Funds in their 

estate plans as an added commemoration of the 125th Anniversary. To date there are 74.  
• Initiated an ongoing program to build a relationship with the Chester County Community Foundation to enable members to 

make Charitable Gift Annuities to benefit Westminster and/or one of the Westminster Endowment Funds.
• Elected Liz Rollet and Mike McGovern to the board and youth member, Rachel Boorse for a one year term.
• Approved $1,500 from the Speakers Fund, the maximum possible based on the endowment spending policy.

2017 Endowment Fund Operating Report
Description   2015  2016   2017 
Revenue Income 11,452 27,336 12,766
Gifts 2,510 8,020 4,750
Grants Approved 28,280 62,349 53,167
Grants Paid 27,565 62,349 43,167  
Grants Returned  0 8,338 5,493      

Fund Values 
Internally Managed 860,482 945,645 1,081,278
Beneficial Interests in Trusts 475,359 476,637 534,206  
Total Fund Value  $1,335,840 $1,422,282 $1,615,484 

  2017 Financial Report
   Grants Approved 
 125th Anniversary Tapestry Project  1,500
 Eagle Project: Building Courtyard Tables   1,500
 Fame Fire Company Capital Campaign  3,500
 West Chester Food Cupboard    10,000 
 Will Todd Workshop & Concert  5,250
 Gun Violence Prevention Sub Committee  4,000
 The Site Renovation    9,597
 Center for Healthy Churches Planning Services 5,000
 Philip Yancey Speaking Engagement  1,500
 SATC- Pediatric Dentistry X-Ray Sensor   10,000
 HBB Trust
 Restricted Distribution Trustees   1,200
 Restricted Distribution Women’s   120

2017 Approved Grants   $53,167

The Endowment Fund is a separate financial portfolio. Contributions are made by thoughtful donors, either during their 
lifetime or through their estates, making this ministry of financial support possible.  Westminster members lift up  
opportunities through Grant requests. Recipients of funded Grants do the important work in the world to change lives for 
the better. In 2017 total funds available to grant was $75,485.37.  In 2017, 13 requests were approved totaled $53,167. 

Mark Gadson speaks at the Endowment Informatonal Luncheon
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Description           2016           2016 2017 2017  2018 
          Budget         Actual    Budget        Actual  Budget
Revenue
  
Offering: Pledge Giving  1,659,000.00 1,619,548.44 1,804,995.00 1,760,607.06  1,881,300.00
Offering: Non -Pledged Giving   200,000.00 195,958.91 200,000.00 181,066.54  184,410.00
Gain/Loss on Sale of Securities  0.00 -721.89  0.00 -359.69  0.00
Music Offering  38,000.00 47,961.75    42,000.00 46,081.15  44,000.00
Offering Plate/Sunday School  35,000.00 38,638.10     35,350.00 43,297.04  38,000.00
Per Capita Revenue  22,000.00 22,565.23     22,814.00 24,699.70  25,000.00
Special Offering    36,000.00 34,817.80    36,000.00 29,277.14  36,000.00
Spiritual Growth Collections   23,700.00 33,045.23     23,700.00 29,245.19  31,950.00
Worship & Arts Collections  1,000.00 610.67       1,000.00 1,683.13  1,000.00
Congregational Life Collections  6,000.00 6,011.64      6,000.00 6,376.71  6,000.00
Youth Collections  32,000.00 31,917.04    32,000.00 35,700.78  32,000.00
Outreach Collections  30,500.00 38,128.74     30,500.00 31,418.68  30,500.00
Endowment Fund  1,200.00 1,200.00       1,200.00 1,200.00  1,200.00
Preschool Property Reimbursement  25,000.00 24,842.40     26,000.00 25,587.70  26,780.00
Preschool Surplus    12,000.00 22,926.80      15,000.00 15,000.00  10,000.00
Investment Income  100.00 14.03          100.00 33.79  50.00
Use of Building  13,000.00 10,052.00      11,000.00 9,093.00  11,000.00
Bequests: Income Distributions   2,000.00 2,020.57       2,000.00 2,068.32  2,000.00
Other Revenue    8,000.00 8,850.03       8,080.00 13,249.16  8,000.00

Total Revenue:    2,146,000.00 2,141,836.49 2,299,239.00 2,255,325.40  2,370,690.00

Expense Summary     

Spiritual Growth & Development   43,308.75 46,907.89      41,368.00 43,414.37  52,293.00
Worship and Arts   40,410.00 39,225.00      41,592.30 39,371.57  43,094.72
Congregational Life     34,765.50 34,090.48     34,010.26 26,730.91  31,986.76
Youth and Young Adults  52,190.00 48,272.60     52,750.70 55,446.24  52,750.70
Outreach  252,400.00 254,497.27   260,500.00 254,863.18  266,873.87
Personnel    1,209,627.89 1,183,733.54 1,273,345.46 1,265,534.95  1,316,175.72
Property   216,950.00 233,438.04   221,620.00 225,639.83  212,525.00 
Financial Commitments   130,000.00 124,093.84   202,985.78 173,813.57          226,852.14
Administration     166,347.86 174,376.09    171,066.50 178,053.66  168,138.09 

Total Expense:   2,146,000.00 2,138,634.75 2,299,239.00 2,262,868.28  2,370,690.00

Net Revenue Over Expenses:   0.00 3,201.74  0.00 -7,542.88  0.00

General Fund Operating Report

Copies of the complete budget are available in the office upon request
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Outreach 
Elders serving in 2017: Angela Emrich,  
Gail Tanzola-Seymour
Trustees serving in 2017: Robert Fisher
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions?  Laureen Smith, Co Chair 
lsmith@commoncentsplanning.com 
Anne Jaques, Co Chair 
annejaques14@gmail.com

2017 Highlights:
• Raised more than $45,000 in  

support of our mission programs, 
to help subsidize 50% of  
international mission trips and 30% 
of domestic mission trips at our 
first Mission Possible event in  
November. 

• 2017 mission trips included Estado 
29 in Mexico, Honduras,  
Washington DC, Living Waters, and 
Philadelphia Project.

• 580 successfully participants 
packed 70,000 meals at our Rise 
Against Hunger event. 

• We delivered 325 gallons of soup 
to Broad Street Ministries (BSM) in  
January, February and March.

• Donated 407 coats to nine  
different ministries: Safe Harbor, 
BSM, Chester County Migrant  
Ministries, Tick-Tock Day Care, Hot 
Metal Bridge Faith Community, St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in  
Westbrook Park, La Inglesia, St.  
Agnes Day Room and Thrift Shop.

• Collected 200 turkeys and more 
than $700 in Shop Rite gift cards 
for the West Chester Food  
Cupboard.

• Donated 80 backpacks for the BSM.
• Donated 268lbs of vegetables 

grown in our garden, as well as 
more than 25lbs of herbs to BSM.

• Supported 12 families through 
Family Promise over the year who 
took shelter in our building.

• Westminster members wrote letters 
to Congress supporting funding for  
international food programs for  
children and mothers.

Mission is to promote the  
opportunities Westminster offers to 
participate in, and reach out to those 
around us, both here in West Chester, 
nationally and internationally. Whether 
members share their time, their skills, 
or financial resources, there is always 
a way to reach out to our communities 
and to serve.

Regional Mission
ACT in Faith 
Anti-Human Trafficking Committee 
Bridge of Hope 
Broad Street Ministry
Chester County Migrant Ministry 
Choose Welcome & Refugee Resettlement 
Community Volunteers in Medicine
Domestic Violence Center 
Family Promise
Good Works, Inc
Habitat for Humanity
Interfaith Housing Assistance
La Iglesia 
Project One
Safe Harbor of Chester County 
West Chester Food Cupboard
West Chester Senior Center

International Mission
Bread for the World
Estado 29 Orphanage 
Hands Along the Nile
Living Waters for the World
PC (USA) Mission Co-workers
Rise Against Hunger
Serving at the Crossroads
Vets with a Mission

  2017 Special Offerings
 

 Mission Possible Fundraiser 45,569
 Hurricane Disaster Relief  13,376
 One Great Hour of Sharing       12,270
 Christmas Joy Offering  11,272
 Vacation Bible School  5,862
 Peace Offering   3,855
 Estado 29   3,832
 Palestine Oil   2,551 
 Souper Bowl   1,880
 Worthwhile Wear   1,352
 Safe Harbor   1,207
 Broad Street Ministries   1,069
 Habitat for Humanity  1,012
 Bridge for Hope   1,000
 Serving at the Crossroads 982
 Good Works   907
 West Chester Food Cupboard 835
 Hands Inc   617
 Community Volunteers in Medicine 490
 Presbytery of Donegal  481
 Vets with a Mission  320 
 Domestic Violence   95
 Honduran Youth Scholarships 40

 International   28,500
 Housing   20,00
 Hunger   27,500
 Shelter   12,000
 Elderly   5,000
 Advocacy   9,000
 Healthcare    7,500

The majority of our budget is donated to 
outside missions and organizations. These 
are some of the spending categories. 

 2017 Outreach Giving
Some of our youngest volunteers at our 
Rise Against Hunger event in October

Westminster and Honduran youth on 
the Honduras Mission Trip in July 
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Preschool

Preschool Statistics 
• 186 students enrolled in preschool classes
• 10% of the students are members of the 

congregation
• 9 Preschool Teachers
• 11 Teacher Aides 
 
 Special Events in 2017
• Abbi London’s Halloween Magic Show
• The Halloween Parade
• Visit from Quiver Farms and a live turkey
• Our Thanksgiving feast
• Christmas & winter story time with Bill Woods
• Science Explorers programs
• Yello Dyno Safety program
• A visit with a dental hygienist
• Pizza parties for letter “P”
• The chick hatching project
• Graduation ceremonies

Preschool Donations 
Our preschool was blessed by generous children & 
their families who donated:

• $ 145.00 in our Pennies for Denny the  
Dinosaur bank

• $70.00 for World Vision
• $50.00 for Share the Warmth 
• $50.00 to Adult Care of Chester County in 

memory of one of our beloved teachers,  
Laura Smith. 

• 70  Sets of Pajamas & Books for Concern 4 
Kids foster care facility

• Grocery items for the West Chester Food 
Cupboard

• 27 coats for the November coat drive
• 54 pairs of socks for the Sock it to Us Drive
• 10 Turkeys for the Turkey Ton Challenge

2017-2018 Board of Directors:  
Clara Pitts, Chairperson • Sasha Reimann-Spiess,  
Vice Chairperson • Kimberly Cowart, Business  
Manager • Karen Goldsborough, Session Liaison
RB Beckman, Session Liaison • Bob Fisher, Trustee  
Liaison • James Lasher, Finance Committee  
Chairperson • Liz Kintzer, Secretary • Jacqi Paugh, 
Scholarship Chairperson • Melissa McCall 
Karen Finley • Carey Garvey
Staff: Jackie Steinmetz 
Questions:  Jackie Steinmetz, Preschool Director
jsteinmetz@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 116

The preschool operates from September through the first week of June. They 
offer the following classes and programs:
• 13 part-time preschool classes for children ages 2-5
• Two half-day kindergarten enrichment classes
• Three-day afternoon enrichment class for older children focusing on 

Games/STEM/cooking/art
• Two -day afternoon enrichment class for younger children focusing on 

cooking/games/art/ music
• Lunch Bunch
• Soccer Shots program
• Music classes
• Spanish class 

All of our teachers and many of our teacher aides have college educations 
and many years of experience in the classroom. Three staff members cel-
ebrated their 20th year with the Preschool. Continuing education is important 
to the staff. They attended the Delaware County Early Childhood Educators 
Conference, Hopewell Methodist workshop, Global Leadership Summit, and 
Early Literacy workshop from West Chester Area School District. They spon-
sored six West Chester University students for internships in the classrooms.

With the advent of full day kindergarten in the West Chester Area School 
district during the 2017-18 school year, the Preschool ended their kindergar-
ten enrichment program. The preschool is very proud to say that most of the 
students graduating from the Preschool are very well-prepared for this new 
stage of their education.  

The Preschool continues to award scholarships to children through our 
Debra Lou Verbiar Education Fund. This year, they helped six children from 
five families. The money for this fund comes from personal donations, 
school pictures sales, Square 1 Art projects, and a night at Panera Bread. Tax 
deductible donations from church members and the community are always 
welcome and very much appreciated.

Chapel Time
Led weekly by Director Jackie Steinmetz. The children dress up in costumes 
to help tell the Bible story and sing songs from the Vacation Bible School 
DVDs.

Preschoolers explore a firetruck when firemen visited in October
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Children’s 
Spiritual Growth
Elders Serving in 2017: Jane Wendel, Rhoda McNitt
& Tom Day
Staff: Sue Spotts
Questions? Jane Wendel, Chair 
janew1124@gmail.com  or 610.399.4534

2017 Highlights: 
• 38 children and 24 parents attended Mission Possible MLK 

service day project on January 16, packing 40 lunches for Safe 
Harbor. They listened to the story of “Martin’s Big Words,” 
watched a video and shared ideas about serving others. 

• Communion workshop included baking bread, preparing the 
Elements, weaving and helping children explore the meaning 
of this Sacrament on Feburary 11. Children were introduced to 
concepts of empathy and reconciliation by walking a peace 
mat. Sue and Pastor Jennie led a parent presentation and 
discussion. Following the workshop, children received their 
first Communion in worship during Lent.

• Families gathered for a Family Lenten Pilgrimage on March 
8, walking from the WC Senior Center to a WC Habitat House 
and concluded at the WPC Thrift shop. 

• 35 children and adults gathered for a reflective evening. 
• Worship and communal dinner on Palm Sunday. 
• Children participated in the processional and liturgy for the 

8:30am family Easter service.
• Decorated the Easter Cross throughout Easter morning.
• Collaborated with the youth, children and music  

ministries in March to hold a Parent Forum on “Rest(Less) 
Parenting: Reclaiming the Art of Sabbath.” Shannon  
Cassidy led a panel of individuals with expertise in  
education, social work, psychology and Christian  
education followed by parent Q&A and discussion. 92  
children, youth and parents participated in the event. 

• 24 people attended a class led by Perk Mussachio and Jim 
Chok called “Managing Our Emotions.”  

• In the Fall, 12 parents partnered in community during a 9 
week small group on Sunday mornings, based on the study, 
“Home Grown Christian Parenting.” These families gathered 
together for a meal and outreach project in December.  

• Held a great Family Fall Fest on October 20 with 106  
children and parents enjoying a pizza dinner, hayride, apple 
bobbing, scavenger hunt and movie with popcorn.

• 24 third graders received their own Bible followed by a  
celebration in their classroom on Reformation Sunday. Each 
child received a gift from Pastor Don and the CSG team.

• 180 children participated in an amazing week of songs, crafts, 
games, cinema and Bible drama during the Maker Fun Factory 
Vacation Bible School. 

Third graders who received their Bible at the 9:45am service

KidsConnect Sunday School 
An average of 59 children participated in weekly 9:45 
and 11:10 Sunday School led by a team of 32 dedicated 
volunteers. This year we continued with the “Deep Blue” 
curriculum with the theme of “Learn and Serve.”  Special 
events included: 
• A palm processional on Palm Sunday
• Decorating the Easter cross with flowers
• A Pentecost celebration
• A live nativity with children participants 
• Advent wreath making and processional on the first 

Sunday in Advent, 
• A Christmas Eve family worship with children  

participating in liturgy and the Christmas nativity 
scene.

A = Advocate for children and families.
B = Build relational ministry with kids & families 
in community. 
C = Connect with congregants using their unique gifts 
to create intergenerational ministry.

These ABC principles were the guiding lights of “Kids 
Connect” (Children and Family Ministry) for 2017. The  
Children’s Spiritual Growth Team and hundreds of  
dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers, under the  
leadership of Sue Spotts, advocated, built relationships 
and connected with children, families and community 
throughout the past year. We are grateful for the many 
hands who shared their gifts and talents to connect and 
serve with Westminster’s children.

Family Fall Fest



14

Imago Dei 
Youth Ministry
Elders serving in 2017:  Laura Davis
Trustees serving in 2017: Alison Wood 
Staff: Chris Clark
Questions? Chris Clark, Director of Youth  
cclark@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 110
imagodeiyouth.com

This past year we’ve seen some amazing things happening in the life of 
this community of youth and adults. Whether it is in a bi-weekly Credo 
small group or serving monthly in Coatesville or gathering Sunday nights 
after a long week, you’re sure to find laughter, deep questions and  
conversation, and authentic relationships being cultivated. This year has 
been a time of pondering what youth ministry looks like in West Chester in 
2017 and beyond. We’ve discovered that we can play a role in  
providing skills and equipping students to engage in Sabbath and  
contemplative practices to help manage their way through the stress and 
anxiety experienced by a growing number of teens (and adults!). You’ll 
now find that frequent “Sabbath Nights” at Youth Group provide this space 
for teens to find the rest that they are longing for.

The Spirit has been stirring in the hearts of our teenagers to engage in 
conversations around things like peacemaking, racial justice, and how the 
kingdom of God is sprouting up in their own communities and across the 
map in places like Mexico and Honduras. And we couldn’t do it without the 
dedication of adult leaders who are committed to walking with our  
teenagers to build long lasting relationships and help them navigate 
through their faith journey.  

2017 Highlights: 
• Youth regularly engaged in contemplative and Sabbath practices as 

part of Sunday night Youth Group
• Middle and high school teens led Youth Sunday service with Maddie 

Boorse and Ryan Michael preaching.
• Welcomed several new adult volunteers who are now serving on  

Sunday nights, with Credo small groups, Sunday morning gatherings, 
and serving near and far in missions. 

• The theme for the middle school retreat was on peacemaking based 
on Matthew 5:9.

• 42 Youth engaged the sermon on the mount on the annual beach 
retreat this year.

• Reality Retreat focused on telling the story of Esther and inviting high 
school youth to notice God in their stories.

• Engaged racial justice and reconciliation through speaker Angeley 
Crawford, 13th documentary, and hands on activities at Youth Group.

• Regularly helped with the homework club at the Bridge Academy on 
Tuesday nights.

• Brooke Scott served as the summer intern, working with youth and 
helping lead several trips and events over the summer months.

• Teens gathered on Tuesday evenings over the summer at Lorenzo’s for 
a pizza dinner.

• Held a Sunday morning high school gathering called The Thread, which 
helps teens connect threads of life, faith and current issues.

• Served in Washington DC and learned about homelessness and  
poverty.

• Confirmed 20+ youth in May as the culmination of the annual Credo 
Confirmation class.

• Held a Parent Forum with guest panel and worship service to support 
families navigating the journey of parenting.

• 10 youth and adults participated in ongoing Honduras youth  
partnership through a week of service and fellowship in Honduras.

• 25 youth and adults spent a week at Estado 29 orphanage in Mexico.

Youth who participated in the 11:10 Youth Sunday service 

Youth on the Philly Project Mission Trip

High School youth on the High School Reality Retreat

Middle School Youth on the Middle School Retreat 
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Adult Spiritual Growth
Elders serving in 2017: Colin Kelly and Ruth Simonson
Trustees serving in 2017: Jeff Spotts 
STAFF: Jennie Clark
Questions?? Ruth Simonson, Chair, sgsimonson@aol.com

2017 Highlights:
• Offered four New Member classes.
• Held two New Membership Fellowship luncheons in the spring 

and fall for newer members to build community.
• Partnered with First Presbyterian Church in West Chester to offer 

Pub Theology on the first Tuesday of each month at Ryan’s Pub 
where people gather to have honest and respectful  
conversations.

• This spring they held a 24-week in depth study, Covenant Bible 
Study which emphasizes the biblical concept of covenant as a 
unifying pattern throughout the Bible. 

• Over 100 participants joined a Lenten small group study in  
leaders’ homes or at the church to study either Sabbath as  
Resistance by Walter Brueggemann, Final Words by Adam  
Hamilton, or Jesus Is the Question by Martin B. Copenhaver. 

• In August 225 people came to view the Global Leadership  
Summit (GLS) and learn about applying faith and quality in 
leadership. Westminster raised $5,069 for the Summit Global 
Leadership Fund. 

• The library team is evaluating software for all users to access 
their catalog over the internet.  

• We offered a variety of opportunities to engage in spiritual prac-
tices including devotional booklets, walking the Stations of the 
Cross, prayer days, and guided Labyrinth walks. 

• Shannon Cassidy led the Women’s Retreat focusing on The  
Beatitudes. The retreat provided an opportunity for women to 
join in fellowship, study and prayer.  

• This fall a new Wednesday evening men’s group called “A  
Gathering of Men” was established.    

Spiritual Growth Assessment: This year ASG undertook a 
comprehensive assessment of Westminster’s Adult Spiritual Growth 
ministries to help us understand the spiritual growth needs,  
preferences and desires of the congregation. Feedback was gathered 
from group leaders, from a congregational survey, and from congre-
gational listening sessions. We are in the process of evaluating the 
feedback and its implications for our programming.  

The Landing’s Leadership Team

The Adult Spiritual Growth ministry team’s goal is 
to set the sails for the wind of the Holy Spirit to 
move us towards encountering God’s transforming 
presence.  We provide a variety of opportunities for 
study, fellowship, and learning spiritual practices 
that support and encourage formation in the way of 
Jesus Christ in our character and daily living. 

Academy Class Highlights: 
We offered a variety of topics, speakers and learning  
opportunities on Sunday mornings, complimenting 
2017 being the 125th anniversary of Westminster and 
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation: 
• Martin Luther and the Origins of the Reformation:  

Reflections of a Pilgrim
• The Shroud of Turin: Is This the Face of Jesus? 
• 75 Years Out: Presbyterians and the WWII  

Japanese American Incarceration Camps
• Present Witness: The Confession of 1967 & What It 

Means to Be Presbyterian in 2017 (Series)
• John Calvin and the Reformation in France: Our  

Forgotten French Cousins
• Turn Mourning into Dancing: A Congregational  

Response to Domestic Violence
• The History of Westminster’s Move 
• Back to the Shack: Bringing Our Hard Questions to  

God (Series)
• Living a Life that Matters (Global Leadership  

Summit)
• Comfort in an Age of Anxiety: Study of the  

Heidelberg Catechism (Summer Series)
• The Art of Westminster
• Money, Love and Wine: Desire and the Moral Life  

(Series on the Book of Proverbs)
• Finding Strength in the Face of Adversity (Global 

Leadership Summit)
• The Gift of Gratitude
• Musical Conversations:  The Old Testament and 

Handel’s Messiah (Series) 

Celebrate Recovery (CR) encourages participants 
as they work on hurts, hang-ups and unhealthy habits, 
celebrated its seventh year at Westminster. CR  
continues to be a vibrant, life altering, and  
mission-based program. The average monthly  
involvement reaches approximately 60 people. Several 
men completed a Step-Study and are now serving on 
the leadership team. A women’s Step-Study is now 
underway.

The Landing was launched this fall thanks to a strong  
leadership team of six men and five women, and is an 
outgrowth of Celebrate Recovery. It is a Christ-centered, 
fun environment where teens grow in understanding 
and hope for their future as they honestly share their 
hurts, hang-ups and unhealthy habits. 
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Worship & Arts
Music Ministry
Elders serving in 2017: Barb Necarsulmer 
Trustee serving in 2017: Bob Steiginga
Staff: Bob Morris 
Questions?  Barb Necarsulmer, Chair 
thenecs@verizon.net or 610.793.1332

Vocal & Handbell Choirs 
All choirs have openings, contact music 
leadership teams to get involved. 

KIDSJAM 
This group of 50 K-5th graders sings  
monthly in the 9:45am service. 
• They presented two musicals this year, 

Spend Awhile on the Nile on April 22 
and An Out of the Box Christmas on 
December 23. 

YOUTH CHOIR  
This group of 50 youth sings monthly in 
worship.
• Sang at all three worship services on 

Youth Sunday in February. 
• Presented their annual cabaret  

program on May 1.  
• Traveled to Maris Grove retirement 

community on December 21 to present 
an hour Christmas program featuring 
the members of the choir with solos, 
duets, piano solos and choral numbers 
with a few group sing-a-longs . 

CHANCEL CHOIR  
This ensemble leads in our 8:30 & 9:45am 
morning worship services.
• Presented Fauré’s Requiem on March 

19.
• Celebrated our 125th anniversary with a 

special concert, Leaps of Faith in May. 
• Gospel Sunday was held on September 

17 followed by a Spiritual Sunday on 
September 24. 

• Brass and bells joined The Chancel 
Choir in October to celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the reformation.

• Presented six sold out concerts of our 
27th annual Christmas concert. We 
were happy to live stream one of the 
concerts with a special screening at the 
theater in Maris Grove.

GENESIS RINGERS 
This ensemble plays monthly in our 
traditional services. They also attend 
workshops throughout the year. 

CHANCEL RINGERS 
This ensemble is for adults with bell ringing 
experience and play monthly in our  
traditional services. They also attend  
workshops throughout the year.  
• Performed in all six Christmas concerts

2017 Christmas Concert, The Song in Our Hearts

Fauré’s Requiem Concert

Pastor Jon leads a Lenten Vesper programSpend Awhile on the Nile, KidsJAM Musical

Youth Cabaret

Genesis & Handbell choirs

Worship of God is our first calling. 
Westminster is a place where wor-
ship is relevant, diverse, varied, and 
inspiring throughout the week. The 
music ministry continues to be a vi-
tal source of inspiration and joy for 
our congregation and a high point 
in our faith community. The music 
ministry is constantly molding itself 
to the needs of our congregation 
and is providing missional outreach 
to the community at large.
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Worship & Arts
Alternative Worship

Staff: Jon Frost 
Questions? Jon Frost, Associate Pastor for Worship 
jfrost@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 113

At Westminster, alternative worship refers to three  
regularly offered worship opportunities: the weekly 
11:10am Sunday contemporary worship service, the 
weekly Wednesday morning Prayer and Communion 
service, and the monthly Sunday evening Taizé service.

Taizé Worship 
Monthly contemplative services were held in the chapel 
using the musical chants of the Taizé community in 
France. Our Taizé ensemble provides the beautiful  
accompaniment to these simple songs to aid in  
worship. Our annual Easter Vigil the Saturday before 
Easter morning is a liturgical high point of the Christian  
calendar and a wonderfully rich worship experience. 

11:10 Worship Service
The weekly Sunday morning 11:10 service is supported 
by the leadership of over 50 people who comprise the 
worship band, A/V team, communion preparation team 
and ushers.

Special Services
• In February we held an installation service for  

Pastor Jennie Clark to call her as the newest  
Associate Pastor for Spiritual Growth. 

• Pastor Jon Frost led a Lenten Guitar Vespers  
program featuring selections from the classical  
guitar repertoire and reflections on the  
intersection of music and theology. 

• In March we explored the theme of Sabbath in an 
intergenerational worship service in Spellman Hall. 
As a followup, a contemplative Palm Sunday  
worship service was held.

Pastor Jennie’s installation service

KidsJAM, Youth Choir,  
& Chancel Choir 
Bob Morris, Director of Music 
Glenn Kinckner, Associate 
Director of Music & Organist

Chancel Handbells  
& Genesis Handbells  
Ron Bellamy, Director of Bells  

Worship Band 
Jon Frost, Associate Pastor 
for Worship

Music Leadership Team

Erik Sayles joined us as a guest guitarist during 11:10 worship in 
October

Taizé Worship

Leaps of Faith Concert
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Deacons 2017 Officers:  
Terry Hawkins, Moderator
Ann Krebs Vice Moderator
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions? Jeanne Klaver 
jeanneklaver@gmail.com  
or 610.500.1288

Adopted Friends
Many of the Deacons have an adopted friend (a member who is homebound).  
Deacons visit, phone, or send cards to their Adopted Friend on a regular basis.  
Currently, they have about 33 Adopted Friends. 

Cards
Deacons send thank you cards to those who donate flowers for the Chancel each 
Sunday, send get well and bereavement cards when appropriate, and recognize 
staff birthdays. 

Casseroles
As the Deacons learn of members who have had surgery, are undergoing medical 
treatments, had a baby, or who may have other needs, they deliver casseroles to 
help them out. If you are interested in helping in this ministry, casserole kits, with 
suggested recipes, are available at the Information Center, and a freezer in the 
church kitchen is designated for casseroles.

Chancel Flowers
After Sunday services, the beautiful flowers that grace the Chancel are taken to 
members who are hospitalized, recuperating at home or grieving.

Fellowship Activities
Regular fellowship activities include the Pancake Supper at Lent, the plant swap in 
the spring, a strawberry festival in June, and a peach festival in August.

Graduating Seniors
Each June the Deacons provide a photo display to recognize the accomplishment of 
seniors (high school and college) and advanced-degree recipients. 

Greeters
Deacons coordinate in finding and scheduling volunteers to be Greeters, who  
welcome people at two entry points before each Sunday service.

Extended Communion
Deacon teams are both privileged and 
blessed to take Extended Communion 
on first Sundays or on any Wednesday 
following the in-church Communion  
services to members who are  
homebound or hospitalized.

Information Center
Deacons staff the Information Center 
for all three services each Sunday. We 
answer questions, give directions, and 
greet many people each week.  

Prayer Shawls 
A dedicated group of Westminster 
knitters create prayer shawls that are 
given to those who are suffering due to 
illness or loss. Each knitter prays as she 
knits for the unknown person who will 
ultimately receive the shawl. Deacons 
deliver the shawls to recipients and pray 
with them for healing and peace. 

Worship in the Homes
Once each quarter, on Sunday  
afternoon, the Deacons go to two area 
nursing homes and hold a worship 
service for the residents. The service 
consists of singing, reading of scripture, 
and a brief sermon. 

Deacons prepare for the peach festival in August

The Board of Deacons is comprised of thirty Deacons and the Session’s liaison, 
the Rev. Ann Hatfield, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Outreach, who so 
ably serves as our encourager, our supporter, and our advisor. They meet once 
a month, usually on the second Tuesday, to discuss and evaluate the work done 
that month, and to plan for any upcoming work or events. 
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Troop 93 serves approximately 50 scouts with the assistance of 28  
registered adult leaders. The troop strives to fulfill the BSA’s mission of  
preparing young people to make ethical and moral choices over their 
lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.  Troop 
93 meets on Thursday nights and invites young men ages 11 to 17 to join 
scouting.

2017 Highlights: 
• A record 10 scouts earned the Eagle rank, bringing the total number of 

Eagle Scouts to 46 since the troop formed in 2004.  Over 20% of Troop 
93 scouts ultimately reach the rank of Eagle, several times the national 
average.

• 45 scouts attended a week of summer camp at Camp Horseshoe.
• 12 scouts attended another week of summer camp at Camp Rodney.
• Six Troop 93 scouts joined thousands of others from around the nation 

and world at the 2017 National Scout Jamboree. They painted several 
classrooms at Riverside High School while there.

• Built a pedestrian bridge at White Clay Creek State Park.
• Installed a gaga pit and renovated landscaping at Fern Hill Elementary 

School.
• Collected hundreds of pounds of food for the Chester County Food Bank.
• Prepared 250 “care packages” for children whose parents have been 

detained by the Wilmington Police Department.
• Collected approximately 3,000 children’s books to aid students at two 

elementary schools in the Coatesville School District and to establish a 
library at Wakonda Primary School in Kenya.

• Constructed purple martin houses for the Brandywine Valley  
Association’s Myrick Center and built an HVAC enclosure for the Center.

• Partnered with St. Paul Baptist Church to complete several community 
service projects on Martin Luther King Day.

• Collected hundreds of items of baseball equipment for use by  
underprivileged youth, in cooperation with the Philadelphia Phillies 
youth organization.

• Offered monthly camping trips, hikes, and other activities.  

Boy Scout Troop 93 
Scoutmaster: Matt Hickson
Questions? Matt Hickson at 610.999.4925.

Troop 93 Scouts at the 2017 National Jamboree at the Summit Bechtel National 
Scout Reserve in West Virginia this July

Stephen 
Ministry

Stephen Ministry is a lay Christian Caregiving  
Ministry begun in 1975 by Dr Kenneth Haugk,
training nine lay people around his kitchen table. 
Today, more than 12,000 congregations around 
the world are enrolled. Westminster is one of 
these churches and in January 2017 began our 
23rd year!  Currently, there are 21 active Stephen 
Ministers, and four Stephen Leaders. In 2017, the  
Leadership partnered with First Presbyterian in 
West Chester to train six new Stephen Ministers.

A Stephen Minister is someone who feels called 
by God to care in the name of Christ, to be used 
by God to bring hope to a person in need. They 
‘walk with’ their care receiver in a 1-1 caring 
confidential relationship, providing emotional 
support and spiritual encouragement for as long 
as is necessary. Typically, Stephen Ministers meet 
once a week with their care receiver to listen, 
pray, and be with them.

Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of intense 
training. They meet with the Stephen  
Ministry Leadership twice a month for  
supervision, continuing education, and mutual 
support. This is a serious commitment, one 
agreed to with joy! Pastor Ann Hatfield provides  
support, as well as prayerfully connecting each 
Care Receiver with a Stephen Minster.

Leadership Team: Virginia Jaeger,  
Susan Morris, and Mary Anna Reimann  
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions? Ann Hatfield 
ahatfield@westminsterpc.org 
610.399.3377 ext. 114

2017 Stephen Ministers
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The Year in Pictures 

Estado 29, Mexico Mission Trip

Living Waters Mission Team in Honduras125th Anniversary Planning Committee

Children and adult leaders enjoyed a week of VBS in JuneIn April these women enjoyed a weekend of fellowship,  
worship and prayer at the Women’s Retreat in Sandy Cove 

Throughout the year we had special guest preachers to celebrate our 125th anniversary including Bob Boell, David Young, and 
Sarah Randall Hill


